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Guildford Long Distance Open Meet

18th Dec 2010


On a snowy weekend in December, swimmers from the newly formed Basildon & Phoenix Swimming club (BPSC) still managed to find time to fit in a string of excellent performances in the new 50m pool at the University of Surrey in Guildford before the snow stepped in to curtail competition.  
It was a long pre-Christmas trip for the BPSC swimmers, but necessary because this Guildford City Long Course Open Meet was a rare opportunity to compete in the long distance events of swimming competition comprising of both 800m and 1500m races.  
The first event was the Girls 800m Freestyle and, with snow falling continuously outside, 11 year old Jemima Walker demonstrated the merits of her smooth technique by progressively pulling away and building a substantial gap on her fellow swimmers as she finished first in a time of 11min 50.87sec and secured overall 2nd place in the 11-12 age group.  There were no BPSC swimmers in the second heat but in the third Poppy Warner put in a great effort to deliver a personal best of 11min 28.21sec.  In the forth and final heat BPSC had two swimmers 14 yr-old Caroline Mellor (10:54.20) and 17 yr-old Samantha Mullender (10:44.60).  These two both put in excellent swims to be able to collect first place trophies in their respective age groups.
As worried parents anxiously checked traffic and weather reports, the University’s snow plough-equipped tractor circled the car park and the second event came underway.  This event was the Boys 1500m which, typically lasting over 20minutes per race, certainly requires competitors to draw on their determination and stamina.  Daniel Thompson (12) was the first to compete for the Basildon club and he put in an excellent swim to come home in 22:02.23, almost a minute off his previous time.  The second heat saw three BPSC members with brothers Robin (12) and Lewis Hughes (14) swimming alongside Lewis Cooper (12) and five others competitors in the eight-lane pool.  Some twenty minutes and 16 lengths later Lewis Cooper led in the group of three swimmers in a time of 21:12.82.   Fortunately perhaps for the long car journey home, Lewis Hughes (21:16.07) retained the bragging rights on this occasion by coming in ahead of younger brother Robin (22:45.10).  
In the final heat it was the turn of Aidan Robinson (13) and Robert Humphries (14) to turn on the talent.  Aidan secured third place in the 12-13yr age group with a time of 21:04.71 and Robert sliced some 20 seconds off his entry time to finish with a time of 19:45.41.
With the weather and road conditions worsening, the organisers by this point had decided to call off the afternoon events so it was now time for the Basildon & Phoenix swimmers to return to the car park, clear away the snow which had built up over the last three hours and start the long journey home.  
At the end of the day Chairman Andy Mullender expressed his congratulations to all the swimmers “Events like this demonstrate the commitment of these young people to their sport and I’m very pleased to see so many of them achieving personal best times.  Next year the club will look forward to the opportunity of finding these opportunities considerably closer to home as our new 50m pool becomes available in the Basildon Sporting Village!”
Basildon & Phoenix Swimming Club has been formed through the joining of Essex Auto Group-sponsored Phoenix SC and Basildon & District SC and offers professional standards of swim coaching and training for developing swimmers of all ages.  Swimmers interesting in joining this growing club should contact Tina on 01277 651171 or see details on the club website at www.phoenixbasildonsc.org.    

